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REVIEW 

on the abstract of the dissertation by Kirill Pavlovich Posternyak "Discursive 

variability of ethnic stereotypes in modern English," submitted for the degree of 

Candidate of Philological Sciences, specialty 5.9.6. Languages of foreign countries 

(Germanic languages). 

This dissertation by Kirill P. Posterriak, titled «Discursive Variability of 

Ethnic Stereotypes in Contemporary English», presents a timely and 

methodologically rigorous investigation into the linguistic representation of ethnic 

stereotypes across three distinct English-language discourses: literary, political 

media, and internet discourse. The study’s central contribution lies in its innovative 

polidiscursive approach, which allows for a comparative analysis of how national 

images (ethno-images) of Germans, French, Israelis, Iranians, Chinese, and Russians 

are constructed, activated, and evaluated in different communicative contexts. 

The author successfully establishes a clear theoretical framework, drawing 

from linguistic imagology, discourse studies, political linguistics, and variology. The 

conceptualization of “discursive variability” as both a qualitative and quantitative 

phenomenon—measured through the presence of distinct ethnographic features and 

their axiological valuations—is a significant theoretical advancement. The proposed 

algorithm for identifying and analyzing ethno-images through imagologically 

significant contexts provides a replicable model for future research. 

Methodologically, the work is robust, combining corpus-based analysis (using 

AntConc and COCA), critical discourse analysis, and contextual interpretation. The 

empirical material is substantial and well-balanced, comprising 2,369 contexts from 

literary works, major media outlets, and Reddit discussions, ensuring a 

representative sample across discourse types. 

One of the most compelling findings is the high degree of discursive 

variability observed in the representations of Chinese and Russian ethnic groups, 

contrasted with the relative stability of the German ethno-image. The study 

convincingly demonstrates how literary discourse emphasizes socio-cultural and 

moral traits, political media focuses on ideological and moral-political features, and 

internet discourse prioritizes communicative and moral characteristics, often with 

heightened emotional valence. 

The work’s conclusions about the axiological heterogeneity—such as the 

ambivalent portrayal of Germans in literary and political discourse versus their 

positive image online, or the uniformly negative depiction of Russians across all 

platforms—offer valuable insights into the mechanisms of stereotype formation and 

manipulation. 
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Overall, this dissertation makes a significant contribution to the fields of 

linguistic imagology and discourse analysis. Its findings are not only theoretically 

enriching but also have practical implications for media literacy, intercultural 

communication, and critical language education. The research is original, well-

structured, and convincingly argued, representing a substantial advancement in our 

understanding of how ethnic stereotypes are linguistically shaped and reshaped in 

contemporary English-language discourse. 

All of the above allows us to conclude that the presented research corresponds 

to the passport of the declared specialty and field of knowledge – philology, as well 

as the requirements of the Regulations on the Award of Academic Degrees in the 

FSAOU VO "Southern Federal University", presented to dissertations for the degree 

of Candidate of Philological Sciences, and its author, Posternyak Kirill Pavlovich, 

deserves the award of the degree of Candidate of Philological Sciences, specialty 

5.9.6. Languages of foreign countries (Germanic languages). 

 

The review was prepared by Associate Professor Dr. Firman Parlindungan of the 

Department of English Language and Culture at the “Universitas Teuku Umar”. 

Jl. Alue Peuyareng, West Aceh, Indonesia 23615 

Phone: +62811-811-853 

Website: http://utu.ac.id 

E-mail: firman@utu.ac.id 

I do not object to the inclusion of personal data specified in the review in the 

documents related to the defense of the dissertation, and their further processing.  
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